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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
Summer is a time that should find us looking forward to reading and remembering a good book can be fun as well 
as informative. Berkley Street and B.F. Gibbs Elementary School faculty members encourage all students and their 
families to engage in reading together this summer by exploring literature of all kinds. Research has shown that 
students who read during the summer months retain more learning, enhance literacy skills developed throughout 
the school year, and move into the new school year more prepared than students who do not engage in reading. 
Creating a habit of lifelong reading is one of the greatest gifts we can give our children. Establishing this habit 
early and nurturing it throughout their school years is critical to their success. 
 
We encourage students to build time during the day to read independently. By encouraging students to read 
independently, we support the goal of creating lifelong readers.  Our district mission is for all students to engage 
in reading for enjoyment for a minimum of 20 minutes each day this summer. 
 
We want students to pursue reading for enjoyment and encourage it through a wide selection of quality books. 
For this reason, we have developed a suggested summer reading list of faculty recommendations that provides 
something for every interest. The list is comprised of award-winning titles, various genres, timeless classics and 
popular brand-new titles. Each grade level provides an opportunity to support comprehension through writing in 
response to reading in a Reader’s Response log. We ask that each student (or parent for incoming K-1) maintain a 
brag sheet of all the books he or she reads during the summer and submit it to the classroom teacher in 
September. Students are encouraged to read all different genres and forms of written expression including 
newspapers, magazines, fiction, historical fiction, biographies, non-fiction and poetry. There is no limit to how much 
a student can read this summer- just read!   
 
Your support in promoting literacy skills at home is especially critical during the elementary years. We hope your 
family has a wonderful time enjoying many great books this summer! 

Mrs .  Chr i somal i s               Ms .  Caputo                   Mr .  Dav ie s  
Pr inc ipa l  –  Berk ley      D irector  of  E lementary Educat ion      Pr inc ipa l  -  G ibbs  
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The following includes teacher-recommended books for fourth-grade students: 
 
Choco late  Fever  by Robert Kimmel Smith (Level O – fiction) 

Henry Green loved chocolate probably more than anybody in the world. So much so, that he made medical 
history when he contracted the only case ever of "chocolate fever". Then he finds himself caught up in a 
wild, hilarious chase, climaxed by an unusual hijacking. 

 
Ne i l  Armstrong :  Young P i lot  by Meryl Henderson (Level O – nonfiction) 

This biography presents the childhood of the astronaut who became the first man to walk on the moon. 
 
Ba lto  and  the  Great  Race  by Elizabeth Cody Kimmel (Level P – nonfiction) 

An epidemic strikes the children of Nome, Alaska in 1925.  There aren’t any roads through the icy  
wilderness.  The only way to get cure is by sled.  Balto, a sled dog, leads the race for life! 

 
S ideways  Stor ie s  from Ways ide  Schoo l  by Lois Sacher (Level P – fiction) 

Wayside School was supposed to be built with 30 classrooms all next to each other in a row. Instead, the 
classrooms were stacked one on top of the other — 30 stories tall! Here are some hilarious and fun stories 
about the school, the teachers, and the students.  You'll meet Mrs. Gorf, the meanest teacher of all, 
terrible Todd, who always gets sent home early, and John who can read only upside down — along with all 
the other kids in the crazy mixed-up school that came out sideways. But you'll never guess the truth about 
Sammy, the new kid...or what's in store for Wayside School on Halloween! 

 
Skateboard Tough by Matt Christopher (Level Q – fiction) 

When Brett finds a mysterious skateboard buried in his front yard, is the skateboard haunted?  His 
skateboarding abilities suddenly improve. His friends wonder. 

 
F ind ing  the  T itan ic  by Robert Ballard (Level Q – nonfiction) 

It describes the voyage of the Titanic, the accident that caused it to sink, and the rescue of those who 
survived.  

 
Just  Ju i ce  by Karen Hess (Level Q – realistic fiction) 

Times are bad for Juice and her family.  Her Pa is unemployed, food is short and Ma is having  
another baby.  Pa is about to lose the house because he can’t read.  Juice often stays home from school to 
work with Pa and to take care of Ma.  This is a story about a strong loving family who pulls together. 

 
 
 
 



Fourth Grade  Rats  by Jerry Spinelli (Level Q – realistic fiction) 
“First grade babies!/Second grade cats!/Third grade angels!/Fourth grade rats!” This school-yard rhyme is 
carried too far when Joey instructs his best friend Suds in ways of rebellion and acting tough.  This fast-
paced, hilarious story is about the transition between third and fourth grade 
 

Ind ian  in  the  Cupboard by Lynn Reid Banks (Level R – fantasy) 
What could be better than a small cupboard that makes toys come adventure alive? A simple birthday 
present turns Omri’s life into a magical Adventure. 

 
Vo lcanoes  And  Other  Natura l  D i sasters  by Harriet Griffey (Level R – nonfiction) 

Volcanoes And Other Natural Disasters describes natural disasters, which have occurred in various places 
throughout the world including the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D., the Yellow River flood in 1887, and the 
Australian bush fires in 1983. 

 
The  Jan itor ’ s  Boy  by Andrew Clements (Level S – fiction) 

Jack Rankin begins 5th grade in the same building where his father works as head custodian, and is 
embarrassed by his dad's job. When the other kids discover this secret, the teasing begins and Jack 
retaliates, against his dad. 

 
I  Surv ived  the  destruct ion  of  Pompe i i ,  AD  79  by Lauren Tarshis (Level S – historical fiction) 

During the infamous eruption of Mount Vesuvius, one boy struggles to escape. Can he survive the most 
devastating disaster of ancient times?  In this thrilling addition to the bestselling I SURVIVED series, 
readers are taken back to antiquity with a young boy trying to escape as the giant Mount Vesuvius erupts. 
Does he have what it takes to survive the epic destruction of Pompeii? 

 
A  L ight  in  the  Storm :   The  C iv i l  War D iary  of  Amel ia  Mart in  by Karen Hesse (Level T –
historical fiction) 

In the 1860’s, Amelia worked in her father’s lighthouse on an island off the coast of Delaware.  The 15-year-
old records in her diary how the Civil War is beginning to devastate her divided state.   

 
Jack  Adr ift  by Jack Gantos (Level U – realistic fiction) 

A fourth-grader named Jack learns there are no easy answers when his family moves to Cape Hatteras.  He 
is faced with a crazy school year and a bizarre neighbor.  

 
Who Was…  ( Ser ie s )  by Various Authors 

Who Was series is a collection of nonfiction books that introduce kids to important historical and popular 
figures. 
 

I  Surv ived  ( Ser ie s )  by Various Authors 
Each book in the series tells a terrifying and thrilling story from history, through the eyes of a boy who 
lived the tale. 

 
Dear  Amer ica  ( Ser i e s )  by Various Authors 

Dear America is a series of historical fiction novels for older girls published by Scholastic in 1996. Each 
book is written in the form of a diary of a young woman's life during an important event or time period in 
American history. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reader’s Response 
 

Writing in response to reading is an integral part of understanding ideas in literature. Through the use of a response log, students can 
ask questions about what they read, respond to characters’ decision-making skills, make connections to their own lives, and make meaning 
for themselves.  
 

A l l  students  are encouraged to complete a Reader ’ s  Response  log .  
 At least 6  t imes  th i s  summer ,  students  should  se lect a prompt be low (one from each domain )   

and wr ite  an or ig inal  response .  These  wr itten responses  may be  from d ifferent books .  

1.   Explore how the main character changed throughout the story. 
2.   Describe an interesting or important character in your book. 
3.   Write a letter to a character in the book or a letter from one character to another. 
4.   Compare two characters in the book to each other by describing their similarities and their  
     differences. 
5.   Describe places where the author gives good descriptions of the characters, setting, problem,  
     or solution. 
6.   Write a diary entry in the voice of a character in your book. 
7.   Compare a character in your book to a character in another book you have read. 
8.   Describe what you notice about the illustration.  What purpose do they have? Do they add to 
     the story? 
9.   Describe in details the setting of your book and how it fits into the story. 
10.  Draw a picture of the climax of the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.  Based on the title, what do you think the book is about? 
12.  How do you think the story will end? 
13.  Which character do you think will change the most by the end?  Why? 
14.  How do you think this conflict will be resolved? 
15.  Draw a picture of what you think will happen next. Describe it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16.  How is this book similar to another you have read by this author? 
17.  Create a Venn diagram that compares the setting of this story with the area where you live. 
18.  What advice would you give a character in this book?  Why? 
19.  What character would you most like to be?  Why? 
20.  Describe a character’s personality trait that you’d like to possess.  Why do you like this 
trait? 
21.  Explain how the book reminds you of yourself, people you know, or of something that happened       
     in your life. 
22.  Explain how the book reminds you of other books, especially the characters, events, or setting. 
23.  How have you changed after reading this book? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24.  Why do you think the author chose the opening line? Did you like it? Why or why not? 
25.  Write about your favorite part of the book and why it was important to the story. 
26.  Who is your favorite character? Why? Draw a picture of this character. 
27.  What do you think is the most important scene in the book? Why? 
28.  How would a different setting affect the story? 
29.  Was the cover design effective? Did it make you want to read the book? Create a new cover     
     design for this book. 
30.  Did you like the ending of the book? How would you have liked it to end? Rewrite a new ending     
     for the book. 
31.  Write a question you would like to ask the author. How do you think he or she would respond? 
32.  Do you agree with the point the author is making? Why? 
33.  Do you like the ending of this book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell? 
 

 

Domain 1: 
Story 

Elements 

Domain 2: 
Prediction 

 

 

Domain 3: 
Connections 

 

Domain 4: 
Opinion 



Ut pulvinar 
elit et 
augue. 

 

 
 

Domain 6: 
Evaluation 

Domain 5: 
Language 

 

34.  Copy a sentence from the book that you think is well written. Why do you like this sentence?  
35.  Find examples of figurative language in the text. Write them down. 
36.  List five words from the book that you find interesting or unfamiliar. Write their definitions  
     (use a dictionary for help). 
37.  Describe the author’s craft: What was good about the authors writing? What things might you 
     try to do in your own writing that you learned from this author? 
38.  Describe how the author makes you feel through their writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

39.  Did you enjoy the book? Why or why not? 
40.  What didn’t you understand in the text? 
41.  Would boys and girls enjoy this book equally? Support your reasons. 
42.  Would you like to read more books by this author? Why or why not? 
43.  Do you think the author chose a good title for the book? Why or why not? 
44.  What did you learn about the time in which the story took place? 
45.  Write about an important lesson that was learned in the story. 
46.  Would you recommend the book to another reader? Explain why or why not. 
47.  Describe what you would change about the book if you could rewrite it. 
48.  Explain what you want to remember about this book and why. 
49.  Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 
50.  Make a list of “lingering questions” you have after finishing the book. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Date:                                                     Prompt #: 
 
Title/Author: 
 
Response: 
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Title/Author: 
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Reader’s Response Log 
 

Reader’s Response Log 
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Title/Author: 
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Title/Author: 
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Reader’s Response Log 
 



   

 

 
 

Date 
 

Title 
 

Date 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 Reader’s Brag Sheet 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

Play Chairs at 
www.illuminations.nc 
tm.org If you have 
8 tables, what’s the 
greatest number of 
people you can seat 
in a line? 

 

Write a word 
problem whose 
answer is 12. 
Have someone 
solve the 
problem. Choose 
another answer 
and make up a 
problem. 

 

Write a story 
problem that 
can be solved 
using the number 
sentence 9 x 3 = 
______. 

 

Try a new game 
at 
www.funbrain.com 
Challenge 
yourself.  

 

Create a survey 
with 5 answer 
choices. Ask 20 
people and 
record your 
results. 
Illustrate your 
results in a 
pictograph. 

 

Find a recipe 
you’d like to 
make. Re-write 
the recipe and 
double the 
ingredients. 
How many 
people does 
your recipe 
serve? 

 

4 quarts is 
equal to one 
gallon. Tim has 
6 gallons of 
milk. How many 
quarts is that? 

 

Plan a meal for 
your family. With 
an adult, make a 
list of the 
ingredients, go 
shopping, and then 
follow the recipes. 

 

Have a 
scavenger hunt 
for real-world 
examples of 
right angles (ex. 
the corner of a 
book) 

 

Practice math 
facts in a fun 
way at the 
website 
www.multiplicatio 
n.com What 
games did you 
play? 

 

How many 
different ways 
can you make 
$3.25? How many 
quarters can you 
have if you have 
$3.25 in quarters? 

 

Select ten items 
from a grocery 
flyer and find 
the total cost 
of the items. 
Calculate how 
much change 
you would 
receive from a 
one hundred 
dollar bill. 

 

What time is it 
now? Write 
down the time. 
What time will 
it be in 30 
minutes? What 
time was it 20 
minutes ago? 

 

Roll 2 dice and 
multiply to 
find the 
product. 
Record the 
products. Do 
this 25 times. 
Create a bar 
graph with the 
results. What 
do you notice? 

 

Write a story 
problem that can 
be solved using the 
number sentence 8 
x 7 = _____. 

 

Find 4 numbers 
larger than 
1,000 in a 
newspaper. Put 
them in order 
from least to 
greatest. What 
is the 
difference 
between the 
smallest and 
the largest? 

 

You went 
shopping with a 
$5 bill and spent 
$2.40. Is your 
change more or 
less than 40 
dimes? Prove 
your answer. 

 

Write a schedule 
for tomorrow 
that includes the 
hours and 
minutes of your 
activities. 

 

Family fun! Go 
on a road trip. 
Write down the 
miles on the 
odometer when 
you leave. 
Write down the 
miles when you 
get home. How 
many miles did 
you travel? 

 

Ernie wants to 
fence in a play 
yard for his 
dogs. He has 12 
pieces of fence 
that are 1 unit 
each. What are 
the dimensions 
of the largest 
play yard he 
could make?  

 

A farmer has 
chickens and 
cows. What 
combination of 
animals could 
total 24 legs? 
Is there more 
than one 
combination? 

 

Write your 9 times 
tables up to 9 x 10. 
Have an adult quiz 
you. 

 

Draw a design 
that has 
symmetry 

 

Figure your age 
in months. 

 

Write a story 
problem that can 
be solved using 
the number 
sentence 50 + x = 
95. 

 

Write your 8 
times tables up 
to 8 x 10. Have 
an adult quiz 
you. 

 

Gather 3 store 
receipts. Find 
the total 
amount that 
was spent. 

 

Pick a board 
game. Play 
with a friend. 

 

JULY 
2019 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

Mary has 24 more 
stickers than Joe. 
If Joe has 50 
stickers. How many 
does Mary have? 
Write an equation 
and solve.  

 

Draw a picture 
that only uses 
geometric 
shapes. Identify 
and record as 
many shapes as 
possible much it 
will cost. Find 
the exact total 
& change.  

 

Find a graph in 
the newspaper 
or on the 
computer. Write 
3 statements 
about the graph.  

 

Julie shares her 
three brownies 
between herself 
and 5 friends. 
How much did 
each person get? 

 

James planted 
a tomato seed 
on July 18, 2012. 
He noticed a 
sprout 2 weeks 
later. What 
date did he 
notice the new 
sprout? 

 

John has 
$10.00. John 
needs to buy 
two pens for 
$1.29 each. 
Estimate how 
much it will 
cost. Find the 
exact total & 
change. 

 

Add: $432.17 + 
$19.20 = Check 
your answer 

 

Draw 8 of the same 
triangles. Color ¼ 
of the triangles. 
How many should 
you color? 

 

Add: 1,497 + 2, 
864 = Check 
your work with 
subtraction. 

 

Round 476 to the 
nearest tens 
place? To the 
nearest hundreds 
place? 

 

If you get up at 
7:30 a.m. and 
need to be at a 
friend’s house by 
8:15 a.m. How 
much time as 
passed? 

 

Use a ruler to 
draw a 
rectangle 
measuring 12 
cm long and 4 
cm wide. Find 
the area and 
perimeter. 

 

Write your 7 
times tables 
up to 7 x 10. 
Have an adult 
quiz you. 

 

Write a 5-digit 
number. Use 8 in 
the tens place, 6 
in the 
hundredths 
place, and 5 in 
the thousands 
place. What are 
ten possible 
numbers you 
might have? 

 

Write your 6 times 
tables up to 6 x 10. 
Have an adult quiz 
you. 

 

Round 892 to 
the nearest 
tens place? To 
the nearest 
hundreds place? 

 

Roll 2 number 
cubes 25 times. 
Multiply to find 
the product. 
Record. Create a 
bar graph to 
show the 
results? Describe 
data. 

 

Lisa has 4 boxes 
of crayons. Each 
box has 8 
crayons. How 
many crayons in 
all? 

 

How many 
hours did you 
sleep last 
night? Bedtime: 
_____ Wake 
time: _____ 

 

Write the 
multiplication 
and division 
combinations 
for 6, 7, and 
42. 

 

Write your 4 
times tables up 
to 4 x 10. Have 
an adult quiz 
you. 

 

If you called 
London, England at 
8:00 pm Boston 
Time. What time 
would it be in 
London? (Hint: 
London is 5 hours 
ahead)  

 

What time is it 
now? What time 
will it be in 45 
minutes? 
Record.  

 

Draw an analog 
clock that shows 
4:50 pm. Now 
draw a clock 
that shows 15 
minutes later  

 

I’m thinking of 
an odd number. 
It is greater 
than 73 and less 
than 90. You say 
it when you skip 
count by 5s. 
What number am 
I? 

 

Multiply: 36 x 
20 = Use your 
best strategy! 
Show your 
work.  

 

If you eat 1/3 
of a birthday 
cake and your 
friend eats ¼ 
of the same 
cake., who ate 
more? Use 
pictures to 
explain your 
answer.  

 

Congratulations! 
Place your 
summer math 
calendar in your 
backpack to 
bring to school 
to share with 
your new 
teacher. 

AUGUST 
2019 



 

 
 
 
We are delighted to inform you about onl ine  learn ing opportunities that will provide your 
child with access to powerful, skill-specific practice designed to help reverse summer learning 
loss.  
 

   
  

 

 

Summer Skills Sharpeners 

Dreambox Learn ing i s  a  K-8  d ig ita l  math program that 
studies have found to raise student achievement and better prepare 
children for future success. Students have already been using Dreambox 
Learning in school this year. Our students can access Dreambox Learning 
from any computer, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week over the summer too. 
Students can access their account through their 2018-2019 homeroom 
teachers’ class name, student name, and then their picture password for 
grades k-2 or passwords for grades 3-5. Use the following links to 
access Dreambox Learning for your home school.  
For GIBBS: https://play.dreambox.com/login/nn7g/6sd6  
For BERKLEY: https://play.dreambox.com/login/nn7g/yd52  

 
Summer of Read ing ! !  Check out all the great e-services available 
to you from the New Milford Public Library.  Students must have 
their free New Milford Public Library Card to access these services. 
Need a library card?? Click here to APPLY FOR A CARD ONL INE !   

Once you have your library card you can access OverDr ive , which 
provides you access to 20,000+ eBook and eAudiobook collections on 
any computer.  OverDrive also offers a reading app - L ibby .  Libby is 
the new easy-to-use app for downloading OverDrive eBooks and 
eAudiobooks. OverDrive and Libby are available through the App 
Store, Google Play, & Microsoft — including Kindles! Visit this link for 
more information: OverDrive eBooks and eAudiobooks 

     Camp Wonderopol i s  is a free online  
     summer-learning destination that’s full of fun,  
       interactive  STEM and literacy-building topics 

boosted by Maker experiments! Keeping kids and their families learning together throughout the 
summer and out-of-school time, Camp Wonderopolis can help build vocabulary, background 
knowledge in science, reading comprehension, critical thinking, and other literacy skills along the 
way. Check out https://camp.wonderopolis.org/ to find out more! 


